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INTRODUCTION 
A. Aim 
The IUrpose of the thesis is twofold: (1) to study 
the historical situation out of which Week-Day Religious 
Education came, evaluating its contributions to the present 
situation in the Boston area; (2) to formulate constructive 
suggestions for the development of the work in the local 
area, :tn terms both of criteria for its success and of 
methods and of materials for its present and future pro-
motion. 
In this evaluation, problems which have been faced, 
limitations which have been discovered, and standards 
fixed by workers in various types of schools, have been 
taken into consideration. 
B. Method of Procedure 
Source materials have been found not only in books 
and magazines, but also in conferences, in answers to a 
auestionnaire, and in personal interviews. While text-
books have been found valuable, current magazines have 
furnished fresher material. Most of the information re-
lating to the work in the Boston area has been discovered 
in the following ways: 
(1) Workers with past or present experience in the 
field have been interviewed for factual data as well as 
'· ' 
v 
~ 
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for personal impressions about the schools with which 
they have been familiar. Only those workers having a long 
and fruitful experience in one or more of the various types 
of schools have been cmnsidered. Reports of the interviews 
will be found in this study. 
(2) A uniform auestionnaire (§ee page22) was sent 
to leaders of Week-Day Schools in ..,~,ell-organized fields 
both outside and within the Boston area. A tabulated state-
ment of replies will be found on page . 28. 
(3) Denominational and interdenominational leaders 
in the general field of religious education have been 
interviewed both for suggestions of workers to consult and 
also :-for recommendations for reading and procedure. 
c. Definition of Terms 
(1) Religious Education 
Various definitions of religious education have been 
made from time to time by students in this field. The one 
given by Dr. Veith in his book, Teaching for Christian 
Living, seems inclusive of standards set forth by others. 
He says, "Religious education is an attempt to interpret 
the experience of growing persons in terms of their relation 
to God and the implications of this relationship for 
1 individual and social living. 11 The statement of 
1. Veith, Paul A.: Teaching for Christian Living, 
vi 
t object i ves of religiouseducation that seems most satis-
factory is that formulated by the International Council of 
Religious Education. Thes e objectives are: 
To foster in growing persons a consciousness of 
God as a reality in human experience, and a 
sense of personal relationship to him. 
To develop in growing persons an understanding 
and appreciation of the personality, life, and 
teaching of Jesus. 
To foster in growing persons a progressive and 
continuous development of Christ-like character. 
To devel op in growing persons the ability and 
disposition to participate in and contribute 
constructively to the building of a social 
order throughout the world, embodying the 
ideal of the fatherhood of God and the brother-
hood of man. 
To dev e lop in growing pers ons the ability and 
disposition to participate in the organized 
society of Christians -- the church. 
To lead growing persons into a Christian inter-
pretation of life and the universe and the 
ability to see in it God's purpose and plan. 
To eff ect in grO'Ning persons the assimilation 
of the best religious experience of the race, 
pre-eminently that recorded in the Bible, as 
eff ective guidance to present experience. 1 
(2) Week-Day Religious Education 
This is a term used to describe a variety of situations 
They may include such forms of organized activity as the 
expanded ses s ion, week-day clubs or classes which are more 
or less definitely connected with the church school, and the 
Week-Day Church School. To qualify as a Week-Day Religious 
1. Service Bulletin, No. 620, International Council of 
Religious Education, Chicago, Ill., 1937, p. 7. 
=====*==============~ 
.I 
vii 
I 
i. 
I 
I' 
11 
,, 
I 
Education agency , the organization must seek to realize the 
ai ms and ob .i ectives of relig ious education, and be under the 
direct supervision of t h e particular Board of Relig ious Edu-
cation res ponsible for t h e local situation. Classes ar e held, 
sometimes in the church, either during or after public school 
hours; these classes are a tt ended by children regularly en-
rolled in the church achool, and by others as well. Ideally, 
week-day rel ig ious education provides a definite link between 
the church and the public sch ool, though in many cases thi s 
ideal has not been realized. 
The following is a synthesi s of various statements 
of aims and objectives of Week- Day Relig ions Education: 
Immediate objectives are 
a. To provide the child with periods of religious 
instruction during the week. 
b. To set religious instruction on the same plane 
of efficiency as the child finds in public 
school. 
c. To make the subject and fact of rel i gion an 
integral part of the total experience of 
childhood. 
d. To carry that part of the child's education 
bey ond the power and province of the pub lic 
school. 
e. To secure adenuate facilities and expert ser-
vices on the basis of greater efficiency and 
econo!l1J1• 
f. To secure community cooperation in the program 
of providing buildings, facilities, and 
trained workers. 
g. To bring under the influence of religious in-
struction many who are at present untouched 
by the agencies of the church. 
Ultimate objectives are 
a. To aid the church in carrying out its important 
task of training youth for life in the best 
t ype of society. 
viii 
b. To prepare youth with the best in motives, 
ideals and habits, to help them to will 
and effect a better world. 
c. To meet a universal need and increasing 
demand for dynamic religion to act against 
the widespread immorality and deterioration 
of ethical standards of the present. 
d. To build into our national life and ideals 
the basic biblical and ethical concepts 
of Christianity commonly accepted by all 
denominations as the foundation of 1 Christian character and good citizenship. 
1. Proposed Standard for t h e Week-Day Church Schoo~, 
International Council of Religious Education, 
Chicago, Ill, pp. 5-6, and Betts, George H~, 
Aims of week-Day Religious Education, pp. 70-74. 
ix 
CHAPTER I 
THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF 
THE WEEK-DAY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION MOVE~~NT 
In order to appreciate any movement, it is necessary 
to study the causes and motives which initiated it, and the 
various stages of development through which it h as passed. 
These factors contribute to an intelligent understanding of 
the present situation, with its problems, and of future 
possibilities in the movement. 
~:arly Development of Week-Day Religious Education 
1. Causes for initiation of the movement 
Week-Day Religious Education did not have its incep-
tion in the twentieth century. It existed, in a simple and 
unorganized form, as long ago as the synagogue schools 
conducted by the early Hebrews, when religious teaching was 
basic to all instruction given to the child. Realizing as 
Jewish leaders did that the future of their nation depended 
not upon physical superiority, but upon moral strength, they 
determined to give careful moral and religious training to 
their children. They evolved a religious school system to 
meet this need. It took the form, first, of classes meeting 
in the open air, and next, of elementary schools attached to 
( 1) 
'I 
the synagogues. The synagogue was primarily a place for 
worship , but with schools attached. Instruction was of a 
combinf3d secular and r eligious nature . Subject matter con-
sisted of racial history, studies in the Law, the Psalms, 
the Pentateuch, parts of the Talmud, together with reading, 
writing , and counting . When the race was scattered, these I 
schools became somewhat disintegrat ed, but rabbis and scribes 
continued the same type of teaching . 
Schools of the early Christian era were patterned 
after the plan of the Hebrews'. Church and school were 
practically one. Catachetical schools of the s ixth century, 
and monastic sch ools of the Middle Ages, continued to 
emphasize the religious aspect of education as essential. 
Elementar y sch ools in Germany, Holland, and Scotland were 
est abltshed with spiritual motives, and regarded the Bible 
as the true gource of spiritual authority . 
In the beginnings of our own nation's history , all 
education centered in the church. Th e schools of the 
colonies gave Bib le-centered instruction, and this practice 
continued until the period of definite separation of church 
and state. 
Diff erent as are our present-day systems of Week-Day 
Religious Education from these early types when secular and 
religious instruction were c l osely united under the complete 
supervis i on of the church , t h ey indicate a renewed attempt 
on the part of Protestantism to make r eligious teaching an 
====~F=====~~====~================================= 
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The exclusion of religion [from public school 
curricula] operates as a powerful negative 
suggestion that religion is a mere extra, a 
bit of embroidery, and does not count i n 
everyday life. 
A publlc school teacher stated her feeling in response to the 
need for further mor a l training than was being given: "If 
iJ we may not teach religion in the public schools, at least 
there i.s nothing to prevent the use of the truth and forces 
2 
of rellgion without the conventional formal names. 11 
Parents, pastors, and social workers have for a long 
time been increasingly depending upon the public school 
teacher to deal with problem children. The slogan is, "Let 
the tes.cher handle him. rr The public school cannot meet this 
demand, without adequate spiritual and. moral resourses from 
·which to draYv. 
The church was chosen as the place of actual be-
ginning of organized eff ort in Week-Day work, since it is the 
agency tb.ward which society looks for spiritual help. The 
Week-Day Religious Education movement, with its aim to reach 
unchurched children, and to nrovide additional time for 
religious instructi on of those already .enrolled in church 
schools, came a s a definite attempt to remedy the condition 
of growing spiritual illiteracy. 
1. Cutton, George L.: "Answering the Arguments, 11 
International Journal of Religious Education, 
June 1930, p. lO. 
2. Courtes, s. A.: "Character Training in the School 
Curriculum, n Religious Education Magazine, 
1937. 
'I 
'I 
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A further incentive to the establishment of organized 
sy stemB of Week-Day Religious Education was the vis i on of a 
more scientific and pedagogically-sound approach in the 
teaching of religion. Weakness in these realms was obvious. 
In 1916, it was admitted that the Sunday School, though im-
proving in organization, nhas had absolutely no academic 
I 
I' 
I 
I 
I 
recogni tion, h as failed to hold a large majority of our 
'I 
y outh, and h as manifested very l i ttle activity which could be I 
1 
s eriously reg':lrded as truly educational." This vision 
demandE~d the appropriation of methods and materials ·available I 
from and practiced by the secular educational system, and 
this ideal has been upheld in Week-Day schools ev er since 
their beginnings. 
2. Early forms of organization 
Certain types of vVeek-Day Schools are outstanding, 
not because they stood alone in a peculiar way, or repre-
sented perfection in organization, but because of definite 
contributions which they, as pioneers in the field, made to 
the movement as a whole. 
The first to be considered here , is the community 
type of school, inaugurated at Gary, Indiana, in the fall of 
1913. Mr. William Wirt, s uperint endent of public schools, 
possessed a unique vision of the responsibility of educa-
1. wood, Cl arence A.: School and Colle&e Credit for 
Outside Bible Study, p. vii. 
I 
I 
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tional leaders for providing a well-rounded program minister-
ing to the totaJ. life of the growing child. He saw the 
':·ublic schoo l as one of several coopera t ive agencies pro-
viding for such development. Because of rapid growth, the 
town of' Gary faced a serious problem of inadequate school 
facilities; to meet this emergency a staggered program was 
initiated, in which four dif f erent educat i onal programs were 
carried on in one building. Mr. Wirt was anxious that 
religious instruction be included in the plan, and offered 
to r e lease pupils to the churches, during public school hours, 
for that purpose. From the beginning, parents and teachers 
cooperated in the enterprise. During the succeeding two 
years, the school grew rapidly, until 619 pupils were 
enrollE!d. They came from the eight denominations of the city, 
and included Re f orm and Orthodox Jews. In 1918, five de-
nominations united, forming a Community Board of Education. 
A re-organization of the program was effected, materially 
reducing expenses and increasing general efficiency. 
Other principles in the general administration of 
this school are important. The governing body is a 
communj_ty board, comprising the superintendent of one of 
the church schools and two lay members of each of the 
cooperating churches. A Superintendent of Religious Educa-
tion supervises the school. Local church contributions, 
support from denominational head~uarters, and personal 
subscr i ptions provide for financi al needs. At the beginning, 
I 
,, 
I 
I 
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the chief item of expense was salaries of workers, together 
with the usual cost of materials and office help. 
is conducted definit ely on a released t bw basi s . 
The school J 
Pupils 1 
I 
are exeused, however, at the time of free play periods, so 
I 
that there are not problems of make-up work, nor the com-
plaint that s ome form of instruction considered equally 
important is being sacrificed. Parents sign cards requesting 
i 
releas e . j 
Expressed in tabular form, the Gary plan involves the 
following policies : 
a. It is not limited to High School students, but 
includes classes for Grades 1-8 as well. 
b. No credit is offered. 
c. Specifications are not arbitrarily i mposed, es·-
pecially r egarding such matters as the nature 
and duration of cours es, and teaching methods. 
d. No responsibility is assumed by the board for 
attendance or record of the pupil while he is 
in the . process of receiving religious instruction 
Such res ponsibility rests with parents. 
e. Regular programs of church schools - on Sunday are 
not interfered with, but encouraged~ since the 
attempt is not to supercede, but to supplement, 
that program. 
This sch ool st ands as an ideal, from the standpoint 
of church and public school r elationships, generally one of 
the chief problems. Its initiation came from the public 
school,and throughout the venture Mr. Wirt and his associates 
have continued to be very enthusiastic and cooperative. The 
r ecent death of Mr. Wirt was a distinct loss to the connnunity 
Similar v;ork to that at Gary was pegun at about the 
same tilne in Van Wert, Ohio, and in South Evanston, Illinois. 
The scho ols in thes e places were patterned after the Gary 
school, and·:·:;proved very s uccessful. 
A different tupe of Week-Day School was the denomina-
tional form, characterized by the plan inaugurated in 1919, 
at Batavia , Illinois. In Dr. Shaver's survey of Week-Day 
Sch ools throughout the country, made in 1922, he found the 
commun:ity t ype in the lead, numerically, and the denomina-
tional school in sec ond place . Under this plan, the indi-
v i dual church governed its own school, without any parti-
cular :inter-church cooperat ion. The governing body was a 
loc a l church Board of Rel igious Education, usually headed 
by the pastor. Cooperation with the public school was on 
the bas is of released t ime. Par ents wrote requesting excuse 
of their children fr om classes, for one hour during the week , 
for the purpos e of r eligious i nstruction received at their 
own churches. 
Both paid and volunteer teachers were used in the 
Bat avia school. The expense per pupil ranged from ~~1.00 
to ~t> 3. 00 Local church budgets provided for this and other 
minor expenses. Aft er eight years, statis t ics revealed that, 
8 
out of 725 children in the eight grades of Batavia's public 
schools , all except fifteen were participating in the Week-
Day Sch ool program, a fact speaking very satisfactoriljr for 
the general success of the work. 
A third early form of' 1Neek-Day School was that called 
the denominational-cooperating t ype. Of this type there have 
been many, though they are not as numerous as the others. I 
,, 
I These schools were conducted like the denominational schools 
just described, by the individual churches, but without the 
c entral governing body. Churches worked together to promote 
comrnon interests, and to achieve common goals, particularly 
that of obtaining released time from the public schools. 
The average time for one session of the Week-Day 
School for one child, h as been between forty-five and sixty 
minutes each week. The extremes were twenty minutes, and two l 
and one-half hours. Miss Davis, in the report to which I 
reference has already been made (see page 3), found that Vi eek-
Day classes started a few '.veeks l ater than the public schools 
and usually concluded earlier. In s ome elementary grades, 
six to e ight week courses were given, while courses for High 
School pupils '~ere in all cases planned for a full year's 
time, though pupils were nermitted to elect this work for a 
s ingle semes t er, if they wished to do so. 
3. Types of courses 
vVhen Dr. Shaver made his survey, he found the problem 
I 
I 
9 
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of what to teach an outstanding one. Administrators were 
divided among themselves in their opinions and evaluations 
of suggested sub ject matter. Some favored exclusive use of 
the Bibl e, while others included extra-Biblical material, 
such as church history, mission study , training in worship, 
dramat cs, service activities and projects. Various forms 
of expres s ional work were considered vital by certain leaders. 
"There is e.onsiderable disagreement as to what constitutes a 
course of study among the leaders i n the week-day movement." 
This fact seems to indicate a vagueness in genera~ a im and 
purpoSE) of the schools, for aim and objective in any teaching 
project determine the curriCiJlum. 
The Gary school used the Gary leaflets, Bible-centered 
units prepared by its own leaders. These were supplemented 
by texts by Dr. He.rry Emerson Fosdick, Dr. Harold B. Hunting, 
Miss Hazel Lewis, and Mr. J. Patterson Smyth . The school at 
Van Wert also used Gary leaflets. At Batavia, each denomina-
tion prepared material for its own use. 
The development of courses by individual teachers, 
under supervision, \1'as often practiced and has always been 
encouraged, as the ideal method. If a teacher can utilize 
and combine various access ible materials, adapting them to 
the particular group with which they are to be used, he can 
meet specific needs in a much more satisfactory way than -t f 
attempting to follow courses that are unsuitable. 
Some schools used regular Church School material. At 
1. Cope, Henry F.: We ek-Day Religious Education, p.46 
I 
!\ 
one of the denominational schools, in Tonawanda, New York , 
Bibl i cal material was suppl emented by correlated texts from 
the Ab ingdon Press, University of C~icago, and the Religious 
Education Magazine. 
These c ourses, listed i n order of their general use, 
were favore d by early We ek-Day Schools: 
Ab ingdon We ek-Day Religious Education Texts 
(used exclusively in one-third of the 109 
schools surveyed by Shaver) 
Christian Nurture Series (Episcopal) 
Lutheran Graded Lessons 
G·ary Leaflets 
Westminster Week-Day Texts 
Keystone Series 
Bible 
Special ly JI' epared les sons 
1 
catechism (various editions) 
1. Lotz, Philip H.: Current Week-Day Religious 
Education, p. 264. 
11 11 
Pt•oblems Characteristic of the Early Period 
1. Relationship of Church and State 
In the early days of our nation's history, religion 
was at the center of the educational program. Since the 
complete s eparation of cht~ch and state, this fact has no 
longer been true. Our national Constitution now s pecifically 
prohibits the linking of sectarian religious instruction with 
public school education. State and federal laws protect the 
rights of the church and of the individual, guaranteeing 
religious freedom to all. 
Those v.,rho faced the numerous ob j ectors to the Week- Day 
Religious Education movement, at the time of its beginning, 
recognized every right of state and federal governments t o 
protect religious sects and the public school system from 
invasion of one another's rights, but were dismayed at the 
suspicion and unfair attacks brought to bear upon their 
eff orts. They were seeking , not unification, but coopera-
tion, of church and state, in propos ed programs of Week -Day 
Religiou s ins truction, but obj ectors felt that the plan 
savored of a subtle attempt to indoctrinate publ i c school 
education with sectarianism. Definite charges were made on 
the grounds of illegal procedur e, the outstanding case 
being i n Vfuite Plains, New York. Here the Society of Free-
t h inkers sought to stop the practice of dismissing children 
12 
from t h e public schools for religious instruction in the 
churches, on the grounds of unconstitutional use of public 
funds. The Society also charged that the practice violated 
the compulsory education law. Justice Staley of the United 
States Supreme Court, to which the case was carried, classi-
fied both objections as unsound and without legal support. 
The excus ing of pupils was volitional, Justice Staley s aid, 
and therefore could not b e illegal. The following statement 
rendered by the Supreme Court at that time is pertinent to 
the matter of State and Church cooperation: 
Moral growth and intelligence go hand in 
hand to make the essential elements of 
ch aracter and good citizenship • • • The 
regulation does not create a union between 
Church and State, or teach any sectarianism 
in the schools, or invade the religious 
conscience or freedom of any individual. 1 
Justice Staley's decision did not authorize r e ligiou~ 
instruction within t h e public school. It did establish the 
right of loca l school boards to act upon the written re-
ouests of par ents to allow dismissal from public school at 
stated times. That wa s at least a partial victory for those 
seek ing to promote t h e cause of Week-Day Relig ious Education. 
2. Relation t o the Church School 
The early Week-Day Sch ools had little official 
relation to the organized church school,' even though promoted 
II 
1. "Free Believers' Victory,n Lit erary Di gest, 1 
May 15, 1926. j 
'I 
13 
but wi t h experience in Y. M.C.A., Y.W.C.A., Daily Vacation 
Bible Sch ool s , settlement work, and in church schools, were 
employed. Salaries varied considerably, depending on the I 
I 
locali y; the average was ~f? 60. 00 per month. I 
I . . 
The problem of trained leadershi·o is one of the chief :IJ 
reas on!3 why the financial problem is difficult in Week-Day 
Religious Education. Maintaining standards which will be 
respected by the public schools means added financial strain, 
as it involves the use of high-grade text-books, materials 
for crE1ative activities, and s uitable housing. The early 
schools were usually supported by voluntary subscription from 
a relatively small number of donors, or by the church budget. j 
The growing tendency at the time of Dr. Shaver's survey, was 
to rely more upon the church than upon the community for 
1 
support of t he work. He pointed out that money for such 
enterprises usually comes from church people within the 
communi ty, regardless of the apparent channels. The indus-
trial situation, which meant curtailment of much of the work 
in Week-Day Religious Education, together with unfavorable 
public opinion, were t wo factors affecting the financing of 
this work. Then, as now, the need was clearly seen for 
educating people in the community t o the value of the Week-
Day School as an agency contributing to the moral and 
spiritual welfare of young and old alike. 
1. Cope, Henry F.: Week-Day _Beligious Ed~cation, 
p . 26. 
II 
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The problem of pupil enrollment enlisted earnest effort 
of le adHrs. It h a s already been indicated tha t the attendance 
of pupi l s was qe.pendent upon written re quests from parents. 
Parents f elt t hat their children were already overwork ed in 
school, and in their extra-curricular activities, and their 
at t itude ·was not favorable toward the introduction of a new 
time-consuming program. The ma jority of schools, visited by 
Dr. Shaver, were enrolling only 10% of the entire personnel 
of the public sch ools 1 a fa ct unoues t ionab ly due to dis-
1 
interested p~rents. In some schools studied by Dr. Lotz, 
a de cidE!d drop in att endance had occurred since the inaugura-
2 
tion of t he program. Causes, in so far as he could determine 
t hem, provided helpful information. The first was removal 
of f amilies from t h e locality , and the second a confessed lack 
of inter•est on the part of t he children. This situation 
definitely chal lenged the sch ools to a better task . Other 
factors wh i ch were disc overed a s having an influence on 
attendance we r e over-crowded time, illness , distance and 
weather conditions, denominational prejudice, and dissatisfac-
tion with the teacher. These all serve as guides to those 
interested in the futur e s uccess of the Weelc- Day Religiou s 
Educati on movement. 
Nearly a ll early schools faced deficiencies in 
1. Cope, Henry F.: Week-Day Religious Education, p. 43. 
2. Lotz, Philip H.: Current Week- Day Relig ious 
Educati on, p. 177. 
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ecuipment. Apparent lack of cooperation between the church 
and the public school, in the Week-Day Religious Education 
enterpri se, was i n many cases due, not to lack of interest, 
but to absence of proper housing facilities. The public 
school i n many cases permitted the use of its buildings, and 
loaned teachers, a great contribution for the church was so 
often inadeouate in these respects. To raise standards of 
eouipment from the long-practiced methods of the ordinary 
church school to that of the public school was a big step in 
most cases, and could not be accomplished r:! uickly. Enter-
prising and ingenious teachers had to learn to make use of 
the facilities within their reach. 
Various pl ans concerning the time allotted for Week-Day 
Reli gio .s Instruction were in us e , the most prevelant being 
t hat of classes conducted during school hours. 68% of the 
schools surveyed by Dr. Lot z were on this basis. This plan 
best r epresent s the whole idea of cooperat ion of church and 
public school systems. Directors and teachers v.,rere one 
hundred per cent in favor of the :plan. They objected to any 
other for·m of administration on the basis of (1) overcrowding 
the pupil's already full schedule, and {2) keeping the study 
of religion on a lower level than other school subjects by 
appending it to the school system, rather than making it an 
integral part!' Other plans were to hold classes after 
school hours, befor e school, or on Saturday. 
1'7 
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4. Curriculum materials 
'J'hen curriculum materials used in the early schools were j 
evaluat ed, it wa s obvious that they all had deficiencies. Dr. I 
Artman said, "In the whole range of available text-books for 
Week-Day Re l i gious Education t here is not a single series that 
has yet s ee n the problem from a scientific standpoint. nl They 
did not deal c l osely enough with life situations to be per-
manently beneficial to the child. The scientific method is 
one which provides a scheme for an accomplishment. An ideal I 
cours e of s tudy should pre s ent a direct a pproach to a practica~ 
problem in the light of definite aims, objectives, and stan-
dards. Dr. Sh aver found both this deficiency, and also t h e 
emphas is in some schools upon " s ectarianism and do gmatic 
2 interpretation, 11 which i s unwholesome to the success of a 
venture such as the Week-Day School. In a school of the 
community type, this problem of sectarianism was particularly 
acute, bec aus e of the desire of s ome groups to make the 
cours es of study strictly Biblical-centered, while others 
sought a child-centered a pproach i n the curriculum. A con-
servative type of church found it diff icult to accept the 
same curriculum as the more progressive one. The problem 
still unsolved wa s hmv far cooperation could take place. 
Some felt t h at an entirely independent program by each church 
'·1. Cope, Henry F.: Week - Day Religious Education, P• 10 
2. I bid., p. 47 
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involved in such a situation was the best plan. All this 
indicatr~s that the whole matter of curricula for the Week -
Day Sch ool has been, and still is, in an experimental state. 
5. Publicity, promotion, and perpetuation 
Because the We ek-Day Sch ool is on a voluntary basis, it 
does not h av e the same authority f or promoting it s program as 
the publ ic school. The bes t type of publicity is captivation 
of the ehildrents interest and influence on the moral tone of 
the connnuni ty. Concrete ways of infor ming the public as to 
the work are necess a ry. Early schools used the local press, 
and pub l ic announcement at school board me etings and other 
public gatherings, as chief methods of perpetuating and pub-
licizing the work. 
Perpetuation of schools, once they had be en organized, 
was an acute problem1 after the first enthusiams had died 
do~n. The period of decline which set in soon after the 
inaugura tion of the mov ement d id not h elp the situation. It 
was sugg ested that the Week-Day School include more grades 
of the public s cho ol than at first, thus building for itself 
a place of rec ognized importance i n the community, and this 
was done in many loc alities . Some sch ools provided classes 
for all grades, from the kindergart.en through the twelfth 
grade, b ut the largest number of schools enrolled children of 
third t h rough sixth grades ohly. The introduction of higher 
education a l st a nd ards in t h e work of the church school, which 
the Week-Day Religious Education movement brought, was a ppre-
ciated by both church and community, and were their own proof 
of the need for perpetuation . of the work. 
Present Status of the Movement I 
There have been three clearly-defined periods since the ,I I 
I initiation of the Week-Day Religious Education movement. The 
first of these ·was the period of s trength, which extended from 
the inauguration of the Gary school, in 1913, to about 1929. 
Progress of the mov ement was fairly slow until 1916, vrhen a 
much more rapid growth took place. During the years from 
1919 to 1921, the total number of schools increased from 134 
1 
to 165. Total enrollment in the 324 schools surveyed by Dr. 
Shaver, N'as 25,106 pupils. Anot}1er study of the Week-Day 
Church School reported in 1933 reported steady and rapid 
growth in the number of schools established between 1922 and 
1929. This s ame survey r eported a total of 227,210 pupils in 
2 
thirty-eight states and 344, cormnu.ni ties. 
Beginning in 1929, simultaneous with the economic 
depressio n , the movement faced a gradual decline. Many forms 
of .organized church work, as other programs of activity, were 
unable to continue functioning becaus e of lack of funds. The 
reappearance of the Church vs. State issue at this time was 
another factor in causing decline. 
1. Cope, Henry F.: Week- Day Religious Educati?E' P• 174. 
2. Gorham, Donald R.: The Status of Protestant Weekday 
Church Scho ol s in the u.s. (abstract of thesis) 
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'J.lhe movement at present is in a static period. Reasons 
for this condition are varied. The financial problem still 
exists ln the maj ority of situations. Many churches, like 
individuals, have not r ecovered from the sudden shock of the 
de pres s i.on ;rears, with attendant financial losses. Church 
budgets in most instances allo·w only for the bare essentials 
of administration. Public opinion has never been strong in 
the matter of 1Neek-Day Religious Education, and is now at 
a low ebb . There has always been a need for information 
about the type of work proposed, general methods of adminis-
tration, sources of f i nancial support, and its relation to 
general education. Peo ple are often confused about such 
details, and through misunderstanding and ignorance their 
support and copperation are not gained. 
In some localities, the Week-Day Religious Education 
movement h as recently met with renewed interest, and there 
lr Factors responsible J 
l 
seems to be evidence of future progress. 
for this revival are partial economic recovery, and increased Jl 
To illustrate I emphasis on the educational work of the church. 
the t ype of :Ve ek-Day Religious Education going ·on in New 
England at t he present time, certain schools were studied 
t hrough the use of a auestionnaire sent to ·leaders. A copy 
of the 0uestionnaire is given here, followed by tabulated 
results of t he information received from these schools. 
I 
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OUESTIONNAIRE ON WEEK-DAY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Name of church: 
Address: Street City 
Name of Pastor: 
Name of person submitting this r (:; port 
Position 
Is present work in Weelc-Day Religious Education the first of 
its kind in the church? If not, please state briefly 
the nature of previous effort (duration, scope, degree of 
success or failure, etc.) 
Type of 'Neek-Day Religious Education now being carried on: 
1. · Basic factors in organization 
a. Interchurch ( ) Single church ( ) Other form 
b. Relation to nublic school system 
Released ti~e basis ( ) 
Other arrangement 
c. Relation to Council of Religious Education 
2. Curricnlum and supervision 
a . Type of cours es 
Sunday School les sons ( ) 
Week-Day material ( ) 
Special units ( ) 
Other forms 
b . Teaching methods 
Lecture 
Class discussion 
Other forms 
c. Pupil participation and achievement 
d. Unity in curriculum 
Bala nce and proportinnate t ime for study, worsh ip, 
recreation, etc. 
3. Admi nistration 
a. Basis of grading , re r: uirements for promotion 
===i:l===---·:=-====================-====-=-=: ====F=== 
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b. Leadership 
~ualifications, leadership-training , etc. 
c. Housing and enuipment 
Rooms, supplies, etc. 
d. Financial support 
4. Evaluation 
Chief prob lems involved: Serious 
Interdenominational cooperation ( ) 
Cooperation of par ents and co~munity ) 
Publicity and promotion ( ) 
Adequate leadership, training, etc.( ) 
Financial support ( ) 
Maintenance ( ) 
Other problems: 
Limitations and needs: 
Personal comment: 
Not serious 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
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REPORT OF ANSYVERS TO QUESTIONNAIRE 
Name of church: Oxford County United Parish, Wat erford, 
Maine 
Pastors: Walter I. Bull and George Gledhill 
Person Reporting : Mr. Bull 
Week-Day Relig ious Education Program: 
Organization 
- On the Larger Parish plan 
Released time - one hour weekly 
Friendly and cooperative relations w·ith both 
and state Councils of Religious Education 
I 
local 1 
Curric11 lum I, 
- Courses prepared by staff and teachers 
Lecture and class discussion methods, with 
1!JOrk 
note-book ll 
Includes study, worship, recreation 
Pupils cooperate well, and give evidence 
enjoyment. 
Administration 
No a ttemyt at grading 
Classes meet in the school room 
of re a l 
Leaders ar e members of the Larger Parish staff 
Financed by Parish 
Problems and Needs: 
More time to meet needs of locality 
Personal Comment 
The work h as been carried on for several years, 
though not through the whole school year. It is 
a rural community, and many children live too far 
from the church to attend Church School regularly. 
This work reaches all, though it has not identical 
value with the church itself. No Catholic or 
foreign children in the community. 
II 
24 
REPORT OF ANSWERS TO OUESTI·JNNAIRE (continued) 
Name of church: 
Pastor: J. Homer 
Pers on Reporting: 
Bar Harbor Congregational, Bar Harbor, 
Maine 
Nelson 
Mr. Nelson, Dean of Week-Day School of 
Religious Education 
Week-Day Relig ious Education Program: 
Organization 
Interchu~ch basis. 
Re leased time - three to four hours weekly 
No relation to any council of Religious Education 
Curriculum 
Scribner (Blakeslee) Junior Bible Series, basic tex 
Class discussion, with lantern slides in Grade 7 
Recitation, ch ief element in program 
Public school all ow s evening before clas s e s begin 
for study of Religious Education, in the grades 
Administrati on 
Cl ~· sely graded system. Papers ma rked in Grades 5-8 
Clas s es meet in church vestry. Two grades on Monda , 
Tuesday , and Wednesday; one grade on Thursday and 
Friday 
Leaders are pastors, Y. M.C.A. and Y. W.C.A secre-
taries, and- former school teachers. Latter receive 
~ 1.00 per session 
Financed by voluntary gifts, money raised by 
suppers, etc. 
Problems and Needs 
Episcopal church teaches Christian Nurture series 
in the Week-Day School and confirms children in 
Grade 7. Other churches feel this accentua t es 
denominational diff erences. 
Personal Comment 
School has definitely contributed to finer charac-
t e r and '.'Vholesome ou tlook in pupils. Juvenile 
delinnuency very low in community. Observing 
teachers comnent on high quality of pupils. 
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REPORT OF ANSWERS TO qUESTIONNA IRE '(continued) 
Name of church: Several closed churches, Phillipsburg, :Main 
Pastors: None 
Person Reporting : Miss Lyne'bte s. Caverly, Worker in Re-
ligious Education and Public Welfare 
Week-Day HeligiOlJS Education Program: 
Organization 
Re leased time - one half to three fourths 
in each of nine schools 
State Council works in advisory capacity 
hour vreekl'JI 
Curriculum 
Church School materials, Pilgrim Press. Junior Bibl 
Workbook adapted for younger pupils. 
Lecture, class discussion, handwork, dramatization. 
Evidence of high int erest by pupils, in spite of 
background lack. 
I 
Includes mainly study and handwork. Some music, and · 
worsh ip. (With latter, the children were previously 
utterly unfamiliar.) 
Administration 
Work not graded 
Clas s es meet in regul ar school room, with usual 
supplies 
one trained worker, with B.R.E. degree I 
Financed by fund administered through Congre gational 
Chris t ian Conference of Maine , 
Problems and Needs 
Problems in parent and community cooperation, 
leadership, and maintenance. One-room school situa-
tion make s work difficult. Population is of degene-
rate stock, and large negro element. Leader feels 
the need is for a character educati on program, 
rathe r than for straight Religious Education. 
Personal Connnent 
Leader submitted outline of objectives which she 
had worked out for the curriculum. 
II 
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REPORT OF ANSVVERS TO QUESTIONNAIRE (c ont inued) I 
I 
I Name of church : Mt. Desert Larger 0 arish, Seal Harbor, MainEfl 
I 
I Name of Person Reporting: Eunice B. Shaw, Director of 
Religious Education 
Week-Day Religious Education Program: 
Organization 
I 
I 
I 
- On the Larger Parish plan, under single church 
s upervision 
Released time - one half hour we ekly 
No relation to local or state Councils 
i 
II 
i 
I 
Curriculum J 
Courses planned by staff and leaders J 
Primary - stories and songs 
Junior - course on use and development of Bible I 
I ntermediate - Life of Christ 
High School - Dr. Hunting's text on The Sto~ of I 
the Bible, with life-problem and vocationar I 
materials suppl ementing it 1· 
Lecture and clas s discussion, with occasional note-
bo ok work I 
Includes worshi 1) , study , supervised recreation 1 
Administrat ion 
' No attempt a t gradi ng 
Classes meet in rural school bui ldings, with supplie 
Leaders are pastors (B.D. degrees) and Director of 
Religious Education (M.R.E.) 
Financed by local chu.rch budgets. No other expense 
t han for materials. 
Problems and Needs 
- Go od teaching methods and materials needed 
Change of attitude in ministers 
Personal Comment 
Leader feefS-strongly that the importance of the 
work has made itself felt in the locality 
27 
TABLE SHOWING RESULTS OF ,~UESTIONNAIRE 
Number of schools representing initial effort in 
\1\leek-Day Religious Education 4 
Types of schools: Larger Parish plan 2 
Interchurch 1 
Independent work 1 
Organization: Released time 4 
Time - one hour or more weekly 2 
less than one hour 2 
Supervision by Council of R. E . 2 
Cur:riculum: Specially prepared units 2 
Church School materials 2 
Well-balanced program 2 
Varied teaching methods 2 
Good pupil participation 4 
Administration: System of grading 1 
Needs: 
Trained leadership 4 
Systematic plan for finance 2 
Greater amount of time 1 
Parent and community cooperation 1 
Favorable attitude of pastors l 
Better teaching materi a ls and 
methods 1 
Less emphasis on denominationalism l 
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1927, carries a message from the pas t or which signifies the 
same seriousness of purpose which has characterized the 
school t h roughout the years. 
"The Week -Day Ses s ion of our Church School 
is based upon the c onviction that our ch ildren 
abs olutely must have more religious instruction 
and training if Christi rc:.n Democracy is to be a 
success ••• ~~atever of cultu re and knowledge 
and wealth our childr en hav e , a ll of these will 
be of little v a lue for their real welfare unless 
we trai n them in habits of Christi an living and 
Christian service ••• With the scant amount 
of r el igious training a f f orded at present by 
our homes and the Sunday sessions of the Church 
School alone, is it a ny wonder that outside 
influences prove too strong for many of our 
childr en and y oung people?" 1 
When Dr. Owe n caught the vision of this need, and 
s aw the pos sib ilities for meeting. it, he did not wait either 
for other pastors in the community , or for parents to catch 
his enthusiasm before advancing his plan. He at once met 
the objection v.rhich earlier workers h a ve faced; parents 
stfongl y obj e cted to further demands upon their children's 
time, cl ~iming that they were already being robbed of 
suf f icient t i me for wholesome recreation and rest by the 
strenuous prog r am of the public school and by extra-
curricular acti ,dties. He faced this problem with an att i -
tu.de which was indicative of strong conviction. 11 The church 
must take the attitude that its work is of prime import ance. 
Th e work of the church c annot be considered s e condary if it 
l. BulJ.etin of Loc a l Church Week -Day Chttrch Scho ol, 
1927. 
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is to succeed," he said, propagating this conviction from 
the pulpit, in conversation, and in the Church School. He 
spent a great deal of time talk ing with parents, trying to 
make them s ee that if they wer e , in profession, witnessing 
to the value and importance of the church to them and to the 
community, that they must be willing to give to it a place 
s econd to nothing e lse in their ntime-tables of daily living .'! 
He pictured f or them the ine -: ual ity of opportunity for l 
I 
r e l igious i nstruction provided by the Protestant, the Jewish, I 
and the Roman Cath olic ch,Jrches . The Protestant church gives 
one hou~ a we ek , c ompared to fift een given in the Jewish 
sy nag ogues , and from twenty to twenty -four in the Catholic 
church. He didnot merely solicit cooperation, but he saia 
bravely, 11We are goi ng to do this." Disinterest or antagonis 
on t h e :part of parents s lo·wl y but surely changed; their ! 
cooperation h as been commendable throughout the twenty -:Cour 
years of the venture. 
'rhe School enrolls, a t the present time, approximately I 
one-half of the children of t he local Church School, and in j 
adc". ition,children come from other churches i n the community, I 
I r~ethodis t, Presb;.rter:l.an, Bapt i st, Jevdsh, and Catholic. 
The total enrol l ment is be t ween 150 and 200. 
Work is now planned for t'Nelve grades. This year 
Grades I to VI me et on Thursday a fternoons , at four o 1 clock . 
The ent i re session, consisting of worshi p , instruction, 
and handw ork activ i ty, lasts for one hour. Two grades meet 
====~======================~======---~-~====· 
31 
I 
I 32 
_jF=================~======-=-~-=-~--=-
together , so that there are only three groups. Each has a 
teacher and an assi stant, and uses a separate course of 
study. These are The Heavenly Father's Love and Care, 
Gr a des a nd II; Jes u s' Wa y of Life, Grades III and IV; a nd 
Stories o f Mission Work in Tu_~ke'Y- and Country Life and Its 
Ne eds i~1 Jl...merica, · Grades V and VI. Gr ade s VII and VIII meet 
on Thursday s at 2: 45, 'Nith t he pastor as instructor. This 
y ear thE!y a re s tudying t he Life of Saint Paul. 
The last group, pupil s of Hi gh School age (four grades), 
meets at the church each Friday afternoon at 5:45. A simple 
supper is served at that time, for which each pupil pays 
bNenty c e nts. He is respons i ble for this payment whether he 
is present or n ot, unless he has n otified the person in charge 
by Thursday noon. The supper is prepared by two or thre e 
women of · t h e parish. After the meal, boys clear tables and 
girls dr y and put away dishes. Promptly at 6 :39 the lesson 
p eriod begins, concluding at 7:15 vlith a story told by the 
p a stor. Parent s understand tha t the church relinquishe s its 
responsib ility f or t h e pupils a t the time of closing. 
Dr . Owen prepares c ourses for use with his group. They 
have studied The Life of Paul, and The Early Christian 
Ch urch . He also h a s prepared special units for us e in t h e 
y oung er classes, s u ch as A Child's ou e stions About Life, and 
Truth and Li f e, or A Child's Theology. 
Teaching methods used are discussion g roups, class 
i nstruc t j_ on , and Bj_b le memory work, The local library is 
most helpful, lending r' uantities of books to t he church for 
its use ov er an indefinite period of time. 
~he customary problem of obtaining t e achers for such 
a school d oes not s e em to exist h e re. Many mothers in the 
communit y a re normal school gradua t es, or have had other 
exverience and training in work with young people. Dr. Owen 
finds tha t they 9refer to g ive the ir time during the we e k 
rather than on Sunday, and are glad to volunteer their ser-
vic e s. 
This church faces no serious financial problems. The 
cost of operat ing the We ek-Day School of Religion is met by 
the church budget . The teachers serve on a volunt eer basis, 
with the except ion of occasional vorkers loaned by the office 
staff . The building is hea ted, and cost of supplies is not 
l e..rge . 
Dr. Owen has a lways felt th a t Week -Day School work 
should be a community enterprise, in ,,vhich the cooperation 
of all t h e various churches shoul d be enlisted in working 
out p l ans, but in spite o f his efforts such cooperati on h ;;.s 
n ot been gained in that community a s yet. He believes that 
one h indrance is the constant exchange of pastors, which 
makes it dif f icult to maintain int erest of the various 
churches where t h is tak e s place. The enterprise needs the 
vision a nd clear thought of persons who have a long-view 
pers pective and c a n see t h e future possibilities in relation 
to present activities. A point vrhich Dr. Owen feels 
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is essential, and worthy of const ant emphasis, is the n e ed 
for arous i ng interest of individual p ·1stor s. They ought to 
re a lize the possibilities tha t exist for Week-Day Religio1 s 
Education, i n some f orm, howev e r simple, within t heir parish. 
2. The Church Scho (; l of Eliot Congregational Church in 
Roxbury first began to hold we ek -day club meet i ngs for pup ils 
i n re gul ar a ttendance at Church School i n 1920. This was an 
at t emp t a t We ek- Day Religious Education, since the mot i ve was 
to suppl ement the Sunday period of religious instruction. 
There was no attempt to correlate the t wo pr ograms, ho v1ever, 
until 19:34 . From th9. t time until t h e p resent, a simple form 
of Week - Day work has been in progress, under the supervision 
I 
of 1V:r • . ~!:infred p: Buckwalt er, Director of Religious Education. , 
This school also represents the denominational, or I 
local ch rch t y pe, with cl a sses meeting a ft er school ho urs, 
and on Saturday . The children who are all owed to attend are 
only those who are active in t h e Sunday clas ses. This seems 
a necessary re gu l a tion in view of the peculiar local situ a-
tion. The c onst ituency of the l oc a lity has changed mater ially 
in t he past ten years. {The community, instead of consisting 
mainly of midd le and UP!)er clas s people, now is made up 
of many fore i gn ers, Catholics, and negroes. The constitu ency 
of the church and church sch ool h ~;. s changed corresponding ly. 
Negro children form t wenty-one per cent of the Church School 
enrollment, where f ormerly there were none. !1r. Buc h.-;.val ter 
a n d the leaders of the VV e ek- Day Church School classes have IL o 
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prejudice s, racial or otherwise, c oncerning the population 
of the community, but it is strongly felt tha t it is necessary
1 
I 
to limit the e nrol J.ment of the 'Neek -Day School simply because 
there is not ade ·· uate leadership to maintain the same standard 
for a conglomerate group as the church must maintain for its 
O'."n pu p i ls i n their church sch ool relationships. 
Att endance in the Church School here a v erages e i ghty 
per cent of the total enrollment, ,,vhile the Week-Day cl a sses 
enroll approxima tely forty-fiv e pe r cent. A few class es have 
one hundred pe r cent attendance at We ek-Day Sch ool. 
Le ss on material c on sists of the closely graded 
less ons, and is somewhat correla ted with those material s used 
in t h e Sunday sessions. The director feel s that ther e is 
room f or much impnovement i n this respect, that t h is is one 
of t h e School's c h ief weak n e sses at present -- lack of 
c or r el a tion with the Sunday School. 
Th ere are sev e r a l outst a nding probl ems in connection 
with this school. The first, pupil enrollment , h a s already 
been discussed. ~ sec ond, to which refe rence has just been 
made, is t h e ma tter of corr e l a tion of curriculum materials. 
The t h ird :i. s the problem of obtaining adequate leadership. 
Few of the teachers in the school teach in Sunday sessions. 
As a c onseouence, they cannot mak e contribution to a 
correlated progrfu~. Some are very young , a nd untraine d, just 
young people from the loc a l church. Several are colleg e 
students. The whole probl em of leadership in relation to 
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Religious Education in general, in the present day church, is 
one which Mr. Buckwalter views with alarm . A definite 
obstacle to the progress of the church prog ram is represented 
by the scarcity of wel l -trained and responsible leaders. In 
his own case, this deficiency is limiting an otherwise good 
Week- Day School , and of t h is f a ct he is supremely conscious. 
He sees no value in the pleas of the church for more time 
for Relig ious Education , when it has not the l eadership to 
use profitably the time already available . 
Teachers work in this school on volunteer basis. 'l'he 
v1 o r k is financed by funds draw·n a s needed from the Church 
School treasury , through the Relig ious Education cmnmittee. 
The method is not a ltogether satisfactory , sin ce the policy 
has become to s pend s pasmodiaally , when necessary , rather than 
s y st ematicall y d r awing from a b udg et which provides proportion 
a t e funds for v a riou s activities a nd needs. The financial 
situation, in this res pect, constitutes another of the churcl~' 
problems , though not as acute as others. 
3 . At the Second Church (Cong r egational) in West Newton, 
a si nple program of Week-Day Religious Education, for a single 
class only, h~s been initiated t h is y ear. A class of abou t 
t wenty boy s a nd girl s meets each Wednesday aft ernoon from 
four to five o'clock _, w·ith a volunt eer leader, Mrs. Theodore 
Danker. A helper is present to assist her . The same childre 
attend t h e cla ss as those of the regu lar Church School sess io 
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Un its of study are partial l y correlated vdth those of 
Su nday ses s ions . The first one this y ear was on ApJ?reciating 
Our Church . Mrs. Da nker took t he children on a tour of the 
church building , 1hich is .' large, and modern in every respect, 
and very beautiful. The jani t or , the pastor's assistant, 
t he s e cretary , and t he pastor,all spok e t o the ch ildren about 
their particul a r dut i e s in r e lation to the whole life of the 
church. Follo·:ling t his tour, they studied the Hebrew 
tabernacle a nd its constructior: , and built and outfitted a 
model. 'I1h e second u nit, continuing at the time the work was 
obs e rved, ~as on Homes of the Bible. The ch ildren h ad made 
scrolls, woven mats, a me.susa, a moving picture machine; 
they were starting posters. 
Instruction in this class t a kes the form of activity, 
entirely, exce pt a s stories are occasionally told while the 
children work. No s pecial t i me i s set aside for worsh i p , 
grou p di~: c 1.1Ssion, or for formal i nstruction periods. 
'I'v; o prob lems a re outstanding i n the Week-Day School 
just des cribed. The first is l eadership. The present l eader 
is untrai ned, and feels h er own inade·-·uacy to cope with 
situation s which she h a s to face in planning units of work 
and activity for the group. She is willing to g ive her 
t ime; t h e church is g lad to have her do what she can. The 
work h as con tinued, but only a ccording t o standards which the 
lea der hE~ rs elf feel s lower t h an they should be. The second 
probl em is pupi l enrollment. The group d oes not increase in 
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numbers , and a ttendanc e is irregul ar . Par ents fe e l t hat the 
ch ild ren are a lreacl;T too busy to d o a ny t hing that deman d s 
more of their t i me . The district is a residential one,in 
vrhich f amilie s of the upper class live. Music and dancing 
lessons, as wel l as v a rious forms of social life, are a ll 
import ant part s of these c h ildr en ' s lives . 
4 . A plan of Week-Day Religious Education, not .n ow active, but 
famous a few y ears a g o throughout the c ountr y , for its or-
""} l .;., I I ,.. .... . ~ 
gani zati ) n and ef -F' i ciency, is t he Malden "Plan. It was .o:r-
t he c om,..~'tmi ty tvpe , as that at Gary , Indiana. It i s '."! Orthy 
of brief descri p t ion here , s inc e othe r groups may well pr ofi t 
by its aims and methods, as well as by tbe rea sons for its 
ce s s at ion as 9.n organ ized program. 
In 1916 , Dr. Wa l t er Scott Athe arn organ ized in the 
city of Ma lden a Community Council of Re l igi ous Ed u cation, 
legaJ. l y incorpor a ted . It h a d a boa.rd of d ire ctors; members 
were pastors , Church S ch o ol s uperintendents and officers , a nd 
all i nteres ted ." lay pe r s ons wi thin the church . It has been 1 
c a lled the "best p l an ye t d eveloped to promote coope rative I 
educat ion a l work of the local churches in a community." It 
seemed to fill a uni que p lace in the religious educati on al 
program of this area . 
The total prog ram of the Co,:cmunit y Council included 
(1) a normal school f or the training of Chur ch School 
t eache rs, ( 2 ) musi c a nd pageantry a c t ivities for the 
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c ommunity, (3) a depa rtment of surveys, (4) profes sional 
c onferences,(5) a n educational prog ram under local church 
ma n agement, and (6 ) a system of denominational Week-Day 
Church Sc h ools. This system ministered to children of Hi gh 
Scho ol a g e, a nd to t h os e in g r a de schools. All teachers we re 
col lege ~~· r aduates , a nd graduate students in Religious Educatioi • 
A s y stem of supervision , b oth of lesson ou tlines and clas s -
room teaching , as well a s of mus ic and worsh ip p e riods, !'las 
carr ied on. C~ildren were giv en intelligence tests; the 
curriculum , s u ited to the ir n eeds , was worked out by di r e ctors 
and teachers . 
Th is p l a n was v ery successfu l; y et today there is 
scarcely a tra ce of t he Week-Day School. Some other forms 
of t h e C-Jmmunity Council a r e s till ope rating. Mis s Alice 
Bak er, w . • o was one of the lea ders i n t h e school at the t ime 
of its h e i ght, gave the f ollowing reasons for the cessation 
of t h is progr am . To s ome extent the impermanence of the 
s ch ool, by the very nature of its set-up, was predetermi n ed. 
It ·was bui lt a r ou...nd a s i ngle personality. Dr. Athearn was 
an 0 1~1tst anding organizer and leader, whose service in the 
comrnuni t y •: ill n ot be forgotten. The program, howev Gr, was 
too dependent upon h im, for its success as a per manent 
v e nture . It d id not well out of community needs and purposes. 
His withdrav al f rom the a rea, because of new duties elsewhere, 
involyed the s imila r vvithdrawal o f University students w~o 
had been the fac ulty of the school. Collapse was inevitable. 
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Financia l difficulti es were a major cause of failure of t h is 
progr am , as a re sult, aga in, of t h e lack of leader shi p 
capable to sustain support, after Dr. Athenrn's departure. 
The Mal den Week-Day School wa s ide a l in the matter of 
denominationa l cooper ation. Th e enterpri se seemed to run 
very smo othly, without dis cord among workers or churches, 
a f a ctor contribut ing much to the success of such a movement. 
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Problems and Related Needs of Week-Day Reli~io~s Education 
in the Boston Area 
ProbJ.ems confronting the movement :Of Week-Day Religious ! 
I 
Educat ion in this area are similar to those discussed under
1 
I 
the heading, "Problems Characteristic of the Early Period.fl 
Certain ones wil l be reconsidered here, however, in the 
light of the local situation. 
The relationship of church and state presents an 
ever- pr esent problem in most sections of the country. La\'v" S 
definitely preventing the releas e of pupils for religious 
instruetion, on public school time, ex ist only in five 
2 
states, according to the findings of Malmberg and Jackson. 
At leas e sev en states have on their statutes legislative 
enactmEmt which "specifically permits the releasing of 
pupils fr om public school in order that they may attend 
3 
religious i nstruction in churches or church schools." It 
was stated that, through previous legal enactment s , the 
ultimat e responsibility for dismissing pupils from sch ool 
for religious instruction in the churches now rests with 
the local school boards. 
1. Page 12 . 
2. nselected Studies of Week - Day Ohbrch Schools,n 
(Jackson and Malmberg) 
3. Ibid., (Keesecker, 'Nard W.) 
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In the state of Mas sachusett s there is no law which , 
by d irect or sugge s ted wording proh ibits local sch ool 
committees f rom a l l owing di smi ss al. The only relate d pro-
h ibition i s one 'Nhich asks tha t in any form of relig ious 
i ns t r uc t ion givPn in connection with the public schools, the 
t e ne ts of no particular sect be propagated. It is permis-
sib le by l aw to d ismi ss chi l dren for purposes which t h e 
loc al b oar d or authoriti e s can classify a s rr g ood causes, 11 
and t h i.s i s cont inu8.l ly being do ne. 
A l ayman expres s ed his opinion on this sub ject: 
The pub lic sch ools c an greatly extend 
the s piritual and moral training without 
being guilty of sectarian teach ing or 
violating the princip l e of separation of 
church and sta te. Teachers i n religio:.; s 
e ducat ion and those in public school can 
co oper ative l y study needs of pupils, 
coord inat e activities and ach ieve real 
integration. 1 
The investigator c onsulted Dr. Charles Lancas t er, 
pr es ent Chairman of the Mas s a ch usetts Council of Church es 
Committe e on Week-Day Religious Education about this and 
other prob lems i n the are a . He had h ad recent personal 
correspondence with the State Board of Education headqu arters 
reg arding dismis s al of pupils f or a We ek-Day program in the 
local churches. Th e feeling of State authorities, as 
e--· pres s ed in a letter by William J. O' Keefe, Interpreter of 
School Law, is entirely ·favorab le to such a program • . 
1. Gwi nn , Ra l ph w.: "A Layman Considers Rel i gion," 
Internat ional Journal of R. E., Apr. 1937, p. 9. 
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He stated tha t the ouestion h ad never come up in the courts 
of t h e Connnonwealth, b ut that 1H ithout question such an 
ar rangement by the churches would come 1mder the head of 
a p e rmissible "go od caus e. rr It was sugges t ed that, should 
such a plan be undert aken, t her e be the selection of best 
possible te a chers, in accordance with high educational 
s t a ndard s, and that the program interfere as little as 
pos s ible with t b at of the public sch ools. 
Favorable and welcome as this expression i s , it does 
not s olve the prob lems of t h e area. Definite opposition 
has b e Hn expre s s e d by Roman Catholic leaders of education. 
The Roman Cath olic church is oppos ed to any 
system of cooperation ·whi ch would leave all 
r elig iou~ education to the church and all 
secula r education to the state,with points 
of c ontact in time and equipment only . 1 
A u n if ed p lan,in which sch ool buildings are used by all 
denominat ions for their special periods of r e ligious i n -
struction, is not acceptable to Catholic leaders. Because 
of t he larg e Catholic representation in the local population, 
this problem is ine~capabl e . 
Jewish groups oppose such efforts to some extent, 
a l s o. They favor the exclusion of religion from the public 
schools. Rabbi Levi has s aid that unde r present conditions 
it seems imp ossible to teach r eligion without denomination-
a lism, and until tha t can be d on e, the church and school 
1. Smith~ Sherman M.: Religious Education in 
~assachusetts, p • 
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1 
should be kept apart i n every way. 
Related to the problem of unfavorable attitudes on 
the par t of s pecial groups, is the matter of public opinion 
as a whole. George L. Cutton, answering the arguments of 
a certain school boar d (not local) which had denied a 
petition to obt ain school time, wrote, 
A Board of Education is not infallible. 
If it says, No l . t he comrnunity should keep 
on working for a project it believes worth 
while. Those who h ave the i nterests of a 
community and country most at heart should 
seek to change a negat ive decision to a 
positive one, in order that no child may 
grow up a spiritual illiterate. 2 
Fublic sentiment is stronger than laws, or individual group 
opposit ion . In this area there s e ems to be no way of 
forcing people to see the possibilities of the situation, 
nor to bring about quick establishment of the cooperative 
relationship of Church and State which is the aim of the 
w·e l! -o:r p·anized Week-Day program. Public opinion in -ravor 
of bringing about this relationship needs to be creat ed, 
and the investigator believes it can be done. We ek-Day 
Church Schools, vvhe re tried, have been on the whole success-
ful. :Merits, both from the standpoint of the church and of 
the community, far outweigh their faults. It is necessary 
for all persons interested i n the development of r eligious 
1. Smith, Sherman M.: Reli g-i -o:us Education in 
Massachus~, p. 
2. Cutton,George L.: "Ans v1er i ng the Ar guments, 11 
International Journal of R. E., June, 1930, p. 9 
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educati n in this community to avail themselves of the facts 
regarding leg islative measures , attitudes of public school 
come, pastors , leade rs in t he church school, and laymen 
shoul d u r ge t he best possible use of such time as is now 
available for relig ious i ns truction, in order that the value 
of such experiments may be used as a strong point in favor 
of obtaining more time. 
2 . The relation of reek-day activity to the regular session s 
of the Church School is a serious problem, felt by leaders in 
' · ! 
this area . The differences in personnel at the two s ess ions, I 
both in pupils and teachers, i s an obvious source of dif-
:ficu lty. In Hyde Park, ,,,her e a single church serves de-
nominat ions, correla tion with the Sunday school can not b e 
consistent . Yet, in order for the program to be meaningful 
and educational for the boys and girls who attend, this 
prob lem ne eds to be seriously considered. 
3 . Problems o f organization a re several. Many times they 
may be traced to fundamental lacks in purpose, or to 
careful integration of progr ams . Dr . Shaver concluded from 
his survey tha t the denominational type of school, such as 
eYists in Boston &rea, does have the tendency to exaggerate 
sectarianism. This is its ou tstanding weakness . In other 
ways t h e church today is working to eliminate such division 
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wherever po8 s ible. It is not consistent with this aim to 
promote enthusiastically a Week-Day sy stem which count er a cts 
it. Leaders need constantly to enlist favorable public 
opinion and the interest of all workers in the school, in 
orde r that the various denominations might catch the vision 
of the Week-Day School as a com..munity enterpris e , serving 
the varlous denominational b odies as impartially as the 
public achool. 
A Week-Day Sch ool should be established only with the 
compe l l _ng motive of meeting a definite need, and with the 
primary aim of accomplishing the spiritual development of 
'i:!hose whom it serves. With these a ims, and with the use of 
best educational methods, the future schools of the area 
will be more successful. 
4. The prob lem of leadershi p for l ocal Week-Day Religious 
Education projects is different in different types of church es 
but is acute throughout the area. In general, it is not 
easy to obta i n teachers on a voluntary basis for any wel l -
organized educational work i n the church. Many who are 
willing to give t heir time are not suf f iciently trained, and 
:feel the ir own inadequacy, yet have to be u s ed. A church 
which h as made a practice of gbring its young people ad-
vantages of Sum..mer Confe rence experience, and leadership 
training , and of provid :Lng growing respons ibilities for them 
in the r egular work of the church , does not f ind this 
problem. as a cute a s it is in other situations. The church es 
II 
i 
I 
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l 
in this area might well study and follow certain aspects of 
the pla.:1 ·which Church Schools in England maintain. There , 
each young peDson who h as apparent capabilities for leadershir, 
in the '70rk of the church, is g iven a definite, long-time 
c ourse :Ln leade rsh ip trai ning . At the age of fourteen, he 
begins to teach in the N1ITsery School. For the subsequent 
e i ght Y€~ars he teaches in e a ch of the departments throughout 
the school. When this per iod is completed, the young per son 
i s re ady for re al leadership, in which t h e church es are not 
painfully lacking, as so many in this country are. The church 
needs to provide opportunities for participat ion, under 
supervision, in t he vork of the church, and then expect its 
y oung pE~ ople to cooperate. 
5. The problems of parent cooperation and pupil enrollment 
confront local leaders. Some definite ruling , as is the plan 
at Eliot Congregational Church, restricting enrollment, is 
I 
s ometimes necessary, but probably not in most local situations 
Peopl e of the present a ge do many things for · pure enjoyment, 
r egardless of a npar ent value of the experience. The church 
li s not, however, one of the agencies which they will support, 
regardless of' its contribution to t he ir lives. To win f avor, 
support, and interest of children and parents, the pro'gram 
offered in the Week-Day Religious Education enterpris e must be 
cha llenging , interesting , and must prove its value and 
importance. 
I 
I 
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6 . The problems of publicity and promotion have to be 
faced b y local churches. Dr. 
for a program which keeps the 
1 
Veith has made three suggesti on , 
chur ch awake, whi ch are ap1Jli -
~- .. 
cable her e . First, the work must be k ept before the people . 
Pa r ents are not going to be e nth usiastic about a program 
of h ich they seldom hear, through t h eir children or at 
ch urch services and meetings which they attend. Both the 
spoken word and the printed page must often convey the 
message to them, making clear the aims , and the means be i ng 
used to carr y them out. Second, the church as a whole must 
recognize it s financi a l responsibility regarding religious 
educati.on. There must b e a balance in the thinking of 
church people between t h e ir concepts of the importanc e of 
spiritua l and educational f unctions of the church. The 
Week-Day program e ndeavors to minister to both, a nd realizing 
this fact , p e ople will b e more willing to support it. 
Perpetuation of work i n t h is field i nvolves guarding 
against the d epende nce of the program upon a single per-
I 
I 
I 
sonality; this proved to be a weakness of the Malden School, ! 
a n d it s eems to b e a grave danger in the case of the Hyde 
Park School of Religi on a t the present time. To insure 
successful growth and perpetuation of any project, the 
prog r am must belong to a ll, and represent the continual 
co operative ef f'ort o f many workers. 
1. Veith, Paul A.: "An Ed.ucationally :Minded Church," 
Int ernational Journal of R . E ., July, 1929, P• 11. 
I 
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Recormnendations 
1. No pastor who i s interested in the pros 1)ects of a Week-
Day Relig ious Education program in his community need feel 
t hat s ome new progr am of organ ized activity is necessarily 
t h e first st ep . Th e first st ep toward offsetting spiritual 
illiteracy i s more religious instruction, in the qualitat i ve ' 
s ense. The neces sity for arousing the interest of pastors 
in t h e possibilities for enrichment of we ek-day classes now 
in exist ence, i s one of the f irm convictions of Dr. Owen. 
To him, t h is i s t h e keynote in anticipated fu±mr e growth of 
t he We ek- Day Religious Educat ion movement i n this a r e a . It 
is neces sar y a lso t hat the church school make better use of I 
the Sunday ses s ions. In a recent add ress by Dr. Shaver befor 
a group of students i n Religiou s Education, h e stated tha t 
it i s encouragi ng to note a definite trend in this field 
today , namely , a 11heart approach" to the teaching of r eli-
gion, i n addition to previous emphasis on the int e llectual. 
The previous decade or t wo has witnessed an over-balance 
of emphasis upon the intellectual. 
The pastor, t he n , is the starting point, because it 
is he wh o i s the ultimate h ead of t he ch urch, ex-officio 
memb er of a l l committe es, and wh o gives ult i mate sanction 
for a ll activities . 
2. Following as clos el y as possible upon the arousal of 
individual churches, through their pastors, to utilize the 
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ti me now available, there should be effort toward unification 
of the community. When legislative prohibition, or lack of 
favorable public opinion, or opposition by g roups, elimina tes 
the possibility of an ' immediate system of Week-Day work on 
public school time, a unified program can be nevertheless 
worked out, in which several chur ches work together to meet 
local needs. A cooperative pl an , in which efforts of the 
v arious churches are united, eliminates duplication of pro-
grams and wasted ene~gy of workers. It also mini s ters more 
comp letely to the need. 
3. The third s t ep, one already considerably emphasi zed, is 
to create favor able public sentiment toward the ide a of 
'ileek - Day Schools in the 3os ton are a . The wa y to approach t his 
problem is through individuals. Public opinion is but a 
combination of the sentiments of individual person s. Pastors, 
Directors of Religious Education, and other leaders possessing 
t he vision of a program on however simple a scale, can do 
much in their contact with people to educate them to the need, 
inform them of the proposed program and methods of procedure, 
and to enlist their support. Through a common purpose, and 
united effort, they can draw the community together to face 
the challenge of an urgent need. 
Dr. Lancas t er's newly formed committee is attempting 
valiantly to create such a spirit of cooperation and mutual 
I 
.. 
I 
! 
I 
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underst anding between p astors and educationa l leaders in 
the local are a . This committee will be valuable in f u.l-
filling each of t he r e commendations mentioned above. The 
first mr;.eti ng was held recently , at which forty or fifty 
clergymen ~ selected fr om the vari ous Protestant denominations 
of the area d iscussed t he p ossibi lities of enriching the 
char ·:.cter-education programs now in effect in the public 
schools. Dr. Lanc as ter believes that through this channel, 
a beg inning may be made toward stimulating the spiritual 
element in pub lic school teachine- . The church should be 
more interested i n cha racter education, he gays. Lat er , in 
the spring , a nother meeting vill be held~ attended by 
lea ders in educ a tion, together with these same cler~ymen, 
to dis cuss the same matt er. This repres ents· a Yery 
definite ::-end constructive effort taking pl,ace in Boston at 
the pr e sent time. 
4. It is neces s ary that leaders who are interested in viJeek-
Day Rel i g ious Education g ive careful and consistent thought 
to a ll present experiments, outside as well a s within the 
a rea. The school ~t Oak Park, Ill~nois, or the state-wide 
program in Virginia, both of which have continued success-
fully for many years, provide v aluable information for 
lead ers in this locality. By studying such successful 
systems, it i s po s sible to "analyze more ,carefully the 
local situation, with it s prob lems and limitations, and to 
- - - __ ::p;o:. _ ____ -:=-
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dis cern W'-=.tys of achieving real progress, profiting by their 
ex ample . Dr. Shaver upholds this suggestion: 11 Certain 
school s should be chosen as distinctly experimental ce nters, 
"~Nhere , under controlled conditions, these matters and others 
1 
can be care fully and minutely studies. rr Many suggestions 
came to the investigator of persons to whom to write to 
obt a in helpful information concerning this work in other 
areas . Since the scope of t h is paper is confined to the 
local situation, it was felt that such an extended study 
1 
could no t be made in detail, at this time. Certain names 
are , ho 1ever, submitted here . 
Mi.ss Florence Martin, Director of Week-Day Church 
Schools, 22 Davies Building, Dayton, Ohio. 
Miss 'iVinnie Plummer, 403 Newt on Building, St. Paul, 
Minnesota. · 
Mrs. Ethel D. Higby, Publ i c Library Bui;bding, 
Kansas City, Kansas. 
Mi. ss Esther F. Lomb, Director of Week-Day Cht.U'Ch 
Work, Central Building , Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Mrs. Trafford Jayne, Supervising Teacher, 507 
Thorpe Building, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
Miss Margaret Odell, Director of Religious Educa-
t i on, New Canaan, Connecticut. · 
Mrs. M. Kendry, Oak Park, I l linois. 
Rev. Minor c. Miller, Planters Bank-Building, 
Bridgewa t e r , Virginia. , 
Mi ss Elizabeth Hains, Honolulu, Hawaii. 
5. Another recommendation made by certain leader s is for 
s ome form of centralized guidance for the work now going 
on in Week-Day Religi-ous Educa t ion. As the situation 
now is, each Week-Day School throughout the country is 9.h 
1. Cope, Henry F.: Week-Daz Religious ·Education , p. 5 
II 
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'I independent unit, w·ithout organic relation to any one of t.he I· 
numerous other schools. It is obvious that too much or-
ganization would limit the uniaue function of a Week-Day 
School, which is to ad just itself to local needs and s pecific 
situattons which a diff erent community could not duplicate. 
The fact that the movement is still in a stage of experimen-
tation also accounts for the lack of central organization. 
Yet serious problems ar e traceable to this utter lack of 
unity . One of these is the unwillingness of publishers to 
invest in units of study and other printed materials created 
exclusively for the Week-Day field. They have not the 
a ssurance of the interest of all groups in any one type of 
material. A central organization is vital to the life of a 
worth1.'V"hile, progressive program, serving as a motivating 
force and as a eource of encouragement and practical help 
to the various scattered branches. A centralizing agency 
·-·ould not attempt to control the individual schools, in any 
sense, but would at least serve as a clearing-house for 
ideas and experiments. It would be " disinterested, repre-
sentative of all int erests, have the experimental attitude, · 
maintain a professional standard in matters of religious 
education and hol d the confidence of those who are 
1 
authoritie s in the field of public education. 11 Dr. Sh aver 
1. Cope, Henry F.: Week-Day Religious Education, 
P• 54. 
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recognized thi s need as an urgent one when he made h:is 
survey sixteen years ago. 
In the local are a , the comrnittee under Dr. Lancaster 
might well form a nucleus for such a unit to provide cen-
tralized guidance for all present experiments in the field 
of We ek- Day wor k throughout the area. It could be extended 
in its f unction so that it could act as a supervisory body 
for t he various attempted ef.f'orts at Week -Day Rel i g ious 
Educat i on going on throughout the area, af f ording help and 
advice i n such practical matters as curricu lum building; 
:public:i ty and promotion; cooperation vli th home and school; 
and training of leaders -- all of which are vital problems. 
6. It is further recomrr1ended that local leaders study 
carefully the probl em of leadership in this area. Dr. 
Lancaster upholds the view of Mr. Buckwalt er, vrhen he 
s ays , "We have not the people at hand to go out and organize 
the vvork . 11 It is the opinion of the i nvestigator that 
I 
greater emphasis should be made upon this field in classrooms !j 
of those colleges training for professional work in Religious :! 
I 
I Education. Because it is a comparatively new· and undeveloped. 
field, and one in which progress has been slow and painful, 
it should make all the greater appeal to students who 
seek a task both challenging and diff icult, but also very 
rewarding and worthwh ile. 
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CHAPTER III 
CRITERIA FOR JUDGING SUCCESS IN THE 
FIELD OF WEEK-DAY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Through this study of \"leek-Day Religious Education, 
i n its historical development and in its present undevel oped 
form in-the Boston area, certain criteria for judging the 
success of the movement have been discovered. 
Purpose 
If a single characteristic concerning this enterprise 
were to be s ingled out as of primary importance, it could 
well be t his matter of purpose. For successful work in any 
realm, t his is absolutely essential. Such a deep and abiding 
purpose grows out of a conviction of the possibilities of 
the program to be undertaken. As Dr. Shaver made his survey 
of the Week-Day Religious Education field, he noted a 
regrettable lack of purposefulness and vision, without which ' 
there cannot be direction, aim, or correlation with other 
programs contributing to similar ends • . 
Organization and Administration 
Th e Week-Day School, however simple in form of 
I be 1 organ:tzation, must conform to standards. First, it mus t 
(55) 
correlated with the church council or Board of Religious 
Education, as well as with other organizations in the 
commun: t y , such as Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Girl Reserves, 
Girls Ii'riendly Societies, and other clubs. The work of 
these H.gencies must be supplemented, not duplicated, in 
order for the church 's program to be valuable. 
Second , the well-organized school plans adeQuately 
for financi a l support. 
The week- day churc h school should be re-
garded as an opportunity for investment -on 
the par t of the local church. The chl~ch 
budget should provide for the entire running 
expenses of its own school or its proportionate 
share in any cooperative enterpris e . The 
week-day church school cannot succeed per- 1 
manently without adequate financial s upport. 
Special items of expenxe are salaries of supervisor a nd 
teachers, textbook s and source material s , publicity and 
promotion , heat , light, rent, and janitor service. In some 
schools it has been found advisable to charge tuition to 
partially cover this expense. 
Third , there must be an ade quate staff of workers. 
Financial comyensation s eems the ideal basis in a fully-
organi ze d sch ool. There should be co operative relationship 
between pupil and teacher, as between teachers and super-
visors. Teachers should hold regular conferences in which 
they re c e ive ins piration for t he ir work and are able to 
1. n?ro posed Standard for the Y!eek -Day Church School, n 
p . 26. 
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share problems and difficulties. 
Fourth, every effort should be made to enroll and 
grade e~very child in the constituency of the church. 
The church, in cooperation with other 
educational institutions, h a s responsibility 
for the complete Christian education of its 
entire constituency and all others in the 
parish not row connected with any other church 
or school. 
Enrollment in the . iNe ek-Day School should be determined by 
consent of parents. Grading is determined by such factors 
as the size of t he s chool, nl~b er of teachers, the child's 
grade in school , and his physical, mental,and social age. 
Some recognition of pupil achievement is advisable. This . 
shoul . take place ._at a formal program, and if the school is 
conducted rm public school time, shoul d be in the form of 
regular promotion. If the school is of the individual, or 
denom:"_ national type, not on public school time, s uch 
promotion and grading as is carried out should be correlated 
''!ith the church school system. Interest of pupils should be 
maintained s o that attendance is regular and participation 
enthusiastic. 
Fifth, the school should maintain a system of rec ords 
,. 
and reports sui table to the particular situat·ion. Records 
should be supervised by local church off icials, and by public 
school authorities, and parents should have access to them. 
1. "Proposed Standard for the !i/eekda.y Church School, ·" 
p . 30. 
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Housing a nd Equipment 
The Week-Day School should maintain the best public 
school st a ndard s of housing and e auipment. Building s should 
be s 1.1i ted to purpose, adequat e in size and arrangement, neat, 
clean, well-lighted, and comfortable. Equipment should be 
g re.ded, or appropriate for each age group. It should consist 
o f tables, chairs, musical instruments, wal .l maps, pictures, 
books, close t s pace, and necessary tools for project 
activities. By engaging t he services of a r eliable janitor 
and caretaker, the school ¥Till have lawns, 'Nalk s, and 
buildings that are attractive and k ept in good repair. 
Leadership 
It is necessary that every teacher and leader in the 
Week-Day School, as in the Church School, have essential 
qualities of a sincere Christian spirit, deep purpose, 
understanding both of the worl{ and of childr en, sympathy, 
friendliness, spirit of cooperation, open-mi ndednes s , 
initiative, a nd resourcefulness. The training and experience 
of the worker s hould be adequate and specific, e qual if 
possible to t hat of the public school teacher, in order that 
he may per f orm h is t eaching task efficiently. 
The final test of a teache r or 
supervisor in the week-day church school 
is the degre e of success with which he 
performs the tasks which he undertakes. 
Knowledg e of the technioue of teachi ng 
I 
I 
I 
IJ 
must be accompanied by skill, which 
comes from concentration , devotion, 
and practice, and the ability1 to get things done in the right way. 
~fuen all other points of good leadership have been 
considered, the ultimate standard for the We ek-Day School 
teacher i s this: Does the pupil-teacher relationship lead 
steadily to g rowth in Christi an character on the part of 
members of the school? The pragmatic test i s the c onclusive 
one. 
Curriculum 
The standard s concerning curriculum are not easily 
determined, b e cause needs depend largely upon local situa-
tions. Certain criteria are sufficiently general to apply 
to all situations. The first of these is that the child be 
the dE~termining factor in the process of selecting curricu-
lu.m materia ls. The curriculum must be rela ted to the life 
a nd experience of the child. Pupils and teacher should 
together set goals a nd move cooperatively toward them. 
Final ly, the curriculum s ou~ces must be in harmony with 
those from vr1·Jich g eneral education draws its material, if 
the tNo schools are to be in right relationsh ip with each 
other. Units of study, exclusively for the Week-Day school 
are not numerous, but guides are ava ilable in a number of 
forms. The best of these is Selecting and Using Curriculu<"'11 
Materi a ls i n the Weekday Church School, prepared by the 
International Council o f Religious Education. It con tains 
59 . 
not only extensive graded lists of study courses prepared 
for and suitable to Week-Day Schools, but a valuable 
bibliography of source materials and other suggestions con-
cernin.:: curriculum building. 
Relation to ~ Communit7 
F'inally, the eff ectiveness of a 1Neek-Day School in 
meeting loca l needs is the final test of its s uccess. The 
point h a s a l ready been stressed that such a school should 
be initiated only in response to a definite need.; that this 
need must be felt by leaders of public school as well as in 
t h e church. With these factors providing motivation _. for 
maintenance of high st andards in every phase of the work, a 
vlieek-Day Church School should be most successful. 
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SUMMARY 
The aim of the thesis was t wo- f old, first, to discover 
the historical background of the Week-Day Religious Education 
movement, and second, to formulate constructive suggestions 
for Week-Day Religious Education in the church schools of the 
Boston area . 
The writer briefly traced the development of the 
practice of teaching religion at other times than on the 
Sabbath. The survey included the Hebrew synagogue sch ool, 
the catechetical schools of the early Christian era , the 
cathedral schools of the Middle Ages, elementary schools of 
early Eur opean h istory, and early American f orms of education. 
In all of t hes e , the teaching of r eligion was an important 
e lement. Present fo r ms of organized iNe ek-Day Religi ous 
I 
I 
i\ 
I 
I 
II 
Education are cuite different from, and yet related to, these, !I 
ch iefly because of their motivation. The purpose of religious 
instruction in connection with the pub l i c sch ool, both in 
ancient periods of history and today, has been to provide 
for the spiritual development of the growing child. 
Causes f or initiation of the Week-Day Religious 
Education movement in the present century were (1) an attempt 
I to supplement a secular and church school program that was 
I s piritually inadeouate, and I. the recognition of a need (2) 
~=1o=r"='e=p=e=d=a=g=o=g=, i=c=a=l=a=p=p=r=o=a=c=h==i=n=-=t=h=e-=t=e=a=c=h=:i=.n·~g=·=· =o=f =r=e=l=i=g=i=on . 
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Certain early Weel{- Day Schools were outstanding be-
cause of definite contributions which they made to the move-
ment . These were the Community School at Gary; the denomina-
tional school at Batavia; and denominational-cooperating 
schools in vari ous p l a ces. Types of courses in the early 
school curricula varied greatly. Some used regular Church 
School materials ; others, s pecially prepared We ek- Day Sch ool 
units; while a few used experimental courses of study , pre-
pared for the Jocal group to meet s pecific needs. The 
experimental approach was recommended by teachers and super-
visors alike as the most satisfactory method . 
Perhaps !·.he chief problem of the early period in the 
Week-Day movement was that of church-state relationship. 
Educational situations of the present century ar e far re-
moved from the d ay when all education was tinged with the 
spiri u a l element; leaders of Religious Education, therefo r·e , 
who attempted to correlate the t wo prog rams of church and 
public s chool faced serious obj ections to the plan . Charges 
of illegality were, in most cases, denied by the courts. 
The struggle resulted i n the establishment of the principle 
that ultimate a1.1thori ty was to rest with local sch o ol boar ds . 
Correlation •Nith the church school program, together 
with numerous det a i ls of organization and administration , wer 
further prob lems which leaders faced. Questions c oncerning 
adequate leadership , finance, pupil enrollment, curriculmn 
materials, e a uipment, time, and '~ublici ty, required serious I I 
- ·- - ------= .-. ==-============~---=:=:----=-===~-=dbU=-== 
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considHration for t h eir solution. 
Fol l owi ng an initial period of strength, unusual in 
s o ne,•<Ly - organized a movement, the work of Week- Day Rel i gious 
i 
I 
Education faced a decline . This wa s due to the reappe arance I 
I 
of t he ch urch-state i s sue, and t o t he economi c depres s ion. 1 
I 
Today t he movement is in a static period, wi th indications 
of reviva l and progres s in certain localities . 
There a r e f e'1f church school s vi thin the Boston area 
vvhich ar e maint aining a f orm of Week- Day Religious Educ at i on . 
Typical schools wer e ch os en for study, as example s of s uch 
progr ams . Hyde Park Congregat ional Church h as a We ek-Day 
Sch ool of Re l i g ion v:hich has c ontinued on a high level of 
eff iciency s ince it s inauguration in 1914 . Dr. Owen, pastor 
of t h e church , directs the school, which ministers to t h e 
ch ildren of t welve grades in public sch ool in a week l ;;; 
progr am of worsh i p , study , handcraft, and recreation. The 
mJtstand i ng problem which leaders of this school f ace is 
com_munity and parent cooperat ion .wi t h the enterprise . 
At the Eliot Congregational Church in Roxbury, 
We ek- Day Religious fnstruction is carrie d on by the Director 
of Religious Educatio n, Mr. Winfred P . Buckwalt er . The 
organization is sim ple, but pupil participation is ab ove t h e 
average, some clas s es enrol l ing one hundred per cent of 
their regul ar ch urch sch ool memb ers. The ch ief problems h ere 
ar e par ent co ope ration, and leadership . 
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The Malden pla n of Religious Education, of which a 
hig:hly-eff icient Week - Day School was a p a rt, has been famous 
thr xughout the country, but little evidence of the plan has 
rema ined. , .· The r emoval from the community of the organizer 
and leader, Dr. Walt e r Scott Athearn, and of students teaching 
in the school under his supervis ion, was one reason for 
cessation of the program. Another reason was the depression 
by the which the V{Ork wa s deprived of necessary funds to 
sustain itself. A t h ird, and perhaps the . chief reason for 
failurH , was the fact t hat it was not a community enterp rise. 
Problems relating to the work o f Reek-Day Religious 
Education i n the Bost on area are, in general, identical 
with thos e found elsewher e . Out of the problem of Church-
State re l ati onships, comes the n e ·8d for informing the public 
of f ac t s a nd for ar ousing favorable p1..1.b lic sentiment. Out 
of the problem of r e1at ionships b etween the Week- Day Scho ol 
and the Church School, comes the need for definite correlation 
Difficu lties in organization and a dmini stration reve ::. l a 
need for specific purposes to underly every phase of the pro-
gram. The problem of leadersh i p i ndicates a need for 
Vl.rell - p l anned systems of youth-training in the local chu> ches. 
Parent dooperation a nd pupil enrollment a r e problems which 
r eveal the need for a program assuring b oth pupils and parents 
of it s worthwhilene ss . Problems of uromotion, publicity, 
and perpetuation indicate t hat more concrete way s are needed 
to inform t he publi c of the ccn tributions that 1 reek-Day 
64 
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Re ligious Education can make to the mor a l and spiritual life 
of the community. 
In view of these needs, with the help of sugg estions 
made by various authorities in the field , the investigator 
made c ertain recomro.endations which she believes , if seriously 
f ollowed out, would c ontribute to the future of V'ieek-Day 
Re li g ious Education in this area. 
First, there should be i mmediate effort on the part 
of i ndividual churches to enrich both present church school 
9rograms, and weekday classes and clubs, and the s i mu ltaneous 
attempt to correlate t h ese. The interest of each pastor is 
the start i ng - point, since the pastor leads t h e church in its 
interests and activities . 
Second, churches of various denominations within a 
community should cooperat e , pooling their resources to provid 
a stimul a ting Week- Day program for the children and youth of I 
their comb ined constituencie s . 
Third, pub lic opinion favorable to the work and 
aware of its pos sibilities, should be aroused. 
Fourth, leaders should intensively study e xperimental 
• ork in Week - Day Religious Education g oing on in other areas. / 
I 
Many helpful sugge st ions come from such a study. 
Fifth, there should be established as soon as 
!I 
possible s ome form of c entralized g idance for the ,,'lork now 
tak ing p lace in the area . It might be no more than a 
1
l Committee, such as that 
-+=== -- ----- - ------
headed at present by Dr . Lancaster, 
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which wo1J ld be a clearing-house for ideas, and give practical 
help , !::uggesting curriculum materials, and ways of meeting 
specific local problems. 
Sixth, courses in Re l igious Education in the colleges 
might well include greater emphasis on this s pecialized 
field of We ek-Day work , so t hat students working in the 
various church es of t h e area might be able to contribute 
helpfully both to local situations attempting such a program, 
and to the genera l field, pas s ing on their own vision of t h e 
value s and possibiliti e s of a \leek-Day program of Rel igiou s 
Edu ca t ion. 
It is necessary to c~>nsider specific criteria which 
pertai.n to the details of a iJVeek -Day program. These h ave 
f ormed the con cluding section ofthe paper. Certain I 
st a nda r d s pertaining to organization, administration, housing 
I 
and eciUipment, l e a dership , cu.rriculmn, .and relationships 
to church and community , have been stated and explained. 
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